ANNUAL REPORT

2020 _ 2021

R
E
L
T
U
B
T
EAS

r
e
t
t
e
b
n
e
v
e

East Butler
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

e
m
o
c
l
e
w
East Butler Community:

I am so proud of our students, staff, families and community for the efforts
put in to overcome the challenges of the pandemic. I can truly say because we
decided to stick together - and actually did so - we not only made it through,
but we made it through successfully. We relied on each other and it paid off.
While we aren’t completely through this dark tunnel, we do see light at the
end and that light grows brighter because of our strong sense of unity within
the East Butler Public Schools community.
An optimistic eye sees that light is coming from a bright future ahead of us.
In the next 3-5 years, we have more opportunities to provide our students
with the best possible education and experience.
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HERE ARE A FEW INITIATIVES
WE WILL WORK ON TOGETHER:
• Exploring the creation of a district

This will all come at a price and with some

daycare facility. This will help set the

heavy lifting, but we know together we have

stage for preschool and provide our

proven we can overcome hard challenges

community a much-needed service.

with success.

• Taking a hard look at enrollment

I hope you enjoy reading this annual

numbers throughout the district. We

report and learning more about our focus

must continue to find new and improved

on student experiences. I look forward

ways to operate more efficiently as a

to working with you all to constantly

school district.

find ways to improve our community

• Continuing to grow college and career
readiness opportunities. This will

through education.
Sincerely,

occur with more college and dual credit
courses, career and technical education
classes, a school store and other handson experiences.

MICHAEL ELDRIDGE
SUPERINTENDENT
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egardless of the college or career

Kocian teaches introductory, intermediate

students may choose, East Butler

and advanced courses in plant systems,

Public Schools are preparing them for life

animal systems and natural resources.

beyond high school through career and

The school’s greenhouse and floral cooler

technical education.

provide students experience in growing

The variety of CTE offerings in agriculture,

vegetables, annuals and perennials, as well

industrial technology, family and consumer

as floral design.

science, and business sets East Butler apart

They also have chances to work with

from other districts. Students gain public

Nebraska Game and Parks and the local

speaking, problem solving and leadership

Natural Resources District, Kocian said.

skills through activities such as FFA, Skills
USA, FCCLA and FBLA.
“This has been a focus of mine during my time at
East Butler,” Superintendent Michael Eldridge
said. “We have consistently been striving to
provide more opportunities in these areas.”
“Our students have unique opportunities
that allow them to gain skill sets that help
them confidently transition into college,”
agriculture educator Jenny Kocian said.

Industrial technology students take courses
in subjects such as welding, construction
and mechanics.
A newly acquired laser engraver, 3-D printing
machines and a screen printing machine will
provide other hands-on learning, she said.
“Almost all students at East Butler find a CTE
area of interest and really dig deep into the
course offerings,” Kocian said.
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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“We don’t really emphasize one way or

“It has been very rewarding to watch our

another on what path a student should

students at East Butler return to family farm

be going down,” Eldridge said. “We want

operations,” said Kocian, who has taught

to provide them with opportunities that

agriculture for 22 years, the past three at

will help them make the best choice for

East Butler. “Many also plan to come

their situation.”

back to the farm to raise livestock

He said 83% of East Butler graduates go

on the side of their careers.”

on to postsecondary education — many

CTE prepares students

with college credits obtained through dual-

to fulfill roles needed in

enrollment opportunities.

their communities.

“My focus has always been on allowing them

“Small rural communities

to gain as many college credits as they can,

are craving for our youth to

reimbursed by the school,” Eldridge said,

consider working directly

“so that they possibly could enter college

or indirectly in agriculture

as a second-year college student.”

and raise families in rural

Kocian said some of her former students

America,” she said.

are studying animal science, agribusiness

“We hope they come

and horticulture in college, and many of

back and give back to their

her current students are interested in

community,” Eldridge said.

natural resources.
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NDE
CLASSIFICATIONS:

FINANCIAL

Elementary School
at Brainard:

GREAT

Elementary School
at Dwight:

GREAT

East Butler
Middle School:

GREAT

East Butler
High School:

GREAT

East Butler
Public Schools:

GREAT

REVENUES

78

%
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STUDENTS

TOTAL TEACHERS:

TOTAL STUDENTS:

Full-time Equivalent
(Has been 34.6 since 2016)

(down from peak of 362
in 2010-2011)

34.6

289

LOCAL
RECEIPTS

Total Receipts  .  .  .  .  . $5,824,172.00
Local Receipts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 78.4%
County Receipts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0.75%
State Receipts other than TEEOSA .  . 17.3%
State Aid (TEEOSA)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0.79%
Federal Receipts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2.31%
Total Other Financing Sources .  . 0.40%

TAX LEVY:

For the most
current district
information, visit the
Nebraska Education
Profile website.

STAFF

70¢

EAST BUTLER VS.
STATE OF NEBRASKA
East Butler

NE Average

95.73%

Attendance Rate

94.30%

91.3%

Graduation Rate

87.5%

4.66%

Highly Mobile

3.67%

18.08%

Special Education

15.56%

59.5%

Teachers with
Master’s Degree

56.1%

20.9

Average
Years Teaching

13.9
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS
212 S. Madison St
Brainard, NE 68626

FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION:
The East Butler Public Schools Board of Education is proud to present this 2020-2021
Annual Report. We expect you are just as proud as you read about the great experiences
we are providing our students. We do this all in a fiscally responsible manner, aiming
to provide a high return on our investment. As you can see, we are preparing them for
college and careers - many with a direct tie to opportunities right here in our community.
MEGAN KOZISEK,

EAST BUTLER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION PRESIDENT

