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A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH

Spotlight on Alumni
“Pursuing his Passion”

Tommy Rezac
(Class of 2013)
Tommy attended the University of NebraskaLincoln after graduating from East Butler in 2013.
He graduated from UNL in May 2017, earning a
bachelor’s degree in broadcast journalism with an
emphasis in sports communications and minors in
History and English.
Following UNL, Tommy has worked a few different
jobs. He served as sports director at 1400 KLIN in
Lincoln from July 2017 - August 2018, covering
Husker athletics and writing sports stories for the
website.
“It was great getting to stay in Lincoln right after
college,” Rezac said. “Covering Nebraska athletics
on a day-to-day basis was a lot of work, but a cool
experience nonetheless. I was also lucky enough to
be there when Bill Moos and Scott Frost were hired.
Two press conferences I won’t soon forget. However,
as time went on, I began to miss live sportscasting
more and more. I wanted to get back in a booth and
call games more than anything.”
With a desire to do play-by-play on a regular basis,
Tommy took a position as the news/sports director

for KUTT (Ol’ Red) 99.5 in Fairbury, starting in fall
2018. While there, Tommy served as the play-byplay voice for Doane Tiger football for two seasons.
He also called dozens of area high school games
and tournaments in southeast Nebraska, including
the CRC basketball tournament in York, where East
Butler played!
“I always looked forward to CRC, because I knew
East Butler would be there,” Rezac said. “I remember
I called two games last January where Meridian and
BDS both played East Butler in the girls’ tournament.
That BDS game last year in particular was an
overtime thriller, even though EB was on the losing
end. Still, it was great to hear from a few faculty
members that week who were happy to hear me on
the radio.”
continued on page 2 and 3

Spotlight on Alumni continued
In addition, Tommy was also a news reporter for
Gage, Jefferson, Saline, Thayer and Fillmore counties
at KUTT. His stories aired on News Channel
Nebraska and several different radio stations,
including KUTT. Most notably, Tommy covered
the entirety of the Aubrey Trail trial in June 2019.
He also covered elections, politics, breaking news,
crime, human interest stories, features and whatever
else was happening in the coverage area.
Most recently, Tommy moved to northwest
Minnesota in April, taking a position as the voice
of University of Minnesota-Crookston athletics
for KROX Radio. In this role, Tommy will also be
broadcasting area high school sports, covering
some local news and he’s currently on the air,
Monday-Friday from 11-4, talking sports and other
happenings in the community.
“When I saw that an NCAA DII University
(Minnesota-Crookston) was looking for their next
radio sports announcer, I knew right away this
would be something worth going for,” Rezac said.
“I applied early, and was very impressed with what
station owner Chris Fee had to offer. When the offer
came, it was too good to turn down. It’s my dream to
one day be the radio voice of a major University or
pro sports franchise, and I thought this would be a
great step toward that.”
While there’s plenty of excitement that comes with a
new adventure, the decision to leave home was not
an easy one.
“It was hard to leave Nebraska,” Rezac admitted. “I
made great relationships with the people I covered
in southeast Nebraska, particularly the students and
administration at area schools. Going to a Class D
school like East Butler, I believe, helped me relate
better to kids/teachers at Diller-Odell, ExeterMilligan, Meridian, etc. I know the importance of
rural schools and the importance of giving them
coverage.
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“But, I was covering news AND sports for radio
AND TV for a 5-6 county area - mostly working
alone. That got to be exhausting after two years. I
was also ready to be back in a role where I could
focus solely on radio. Despite that, I’ll miss my home
state. I’ll visit plenty, and I hope my career gets me
back there one day, but I’m very excited to see where
this current path takes me.”
Tommy was the fourth and final member of his
immediate family to attend East Butler. While there,
he was involved in track, cross country, FFA, FBLA,
speech, Quiz Bowl, One Act, Yearbook staff (senior
year) and FBLA. He was also involved in Saunders
County 4-H and youth group through the Holy
Trinity parish in Brainard.
“I can’t believe I’ve been out for 7 years,” Rezac said.
“I admittedly haven’t been back much, especially
with no younger siblings behind me going there.
But, I’ve heard from former teachers and classmates
plenty. It was really cool when Mr. Stecher came
to my Lincoln office in the fall of 2017 just to
say hi and see what I do. Even more thoughtful,
considering he wasn’t at East Butler when I was
a student there. A short time later that same
fall, I was covering a Husker press conference at
Memorial Stadium, but was admittedly distracted,
because East Butler was busy winning a football
championship at the same time. Pretty great to
watch from the press box!”
When Tommy was asked what he remembers most
about his time at East Butler, many different things
come to mind.
“Looking back, I probably wasn’t the perfect model
student, and I wish my grades were a little higher,
but I always tried to be nice to people,” Rezac said.
“I always tried to stay active as well. It took me
a little while to figure out what my interests and
passions were early in high school, but by the time I
was a junior, I found activities that suited me, and I
became eager to try more things. Considering what
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I do for a living, I probably should have listened
to Mrs. Schulz and and Ms. Widick and have done
speech for all four years, but I’m very glad I did it
for two!

the speech meets themselves, were always fun. As
were the Suburban rides with Mr. Wood on our
way back from Quiz Bowl meets (where I was
undefeated radio game champion).

“I always enjoyed cross country practice with Mr.
Nielsen and the team. Anything FFA related was
always fun. Or, just chilling in Mr. McGee’s office,
drinking Mountain Dew and playing computer
games (after my work was done of course) was
a blast. Cheering on the girls during the state
basketball run in 2009-10 was a great experience.
The early morning bus rides to speech meets, and

“But, I’m also thankful for courses like journalism,
AP English and other classes like that which I took
at EB. Even in elementary, I loved to write, and I was
always a huge sports fan, even if I wasn’t the most
athletic. Thanks to the English and writing courses
I took at EB, I was able to find a passion and career
path that I love - along with a few needed A’s on the
report card.”

Dean R. Rolfsmeier Memorial EB
Alumni Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to the 45 recipients of the Dean R. Rolfsmeier Alumni Scholarship. Each
recipient received $395.47 to be used for school and/or housing expenses. To be eligible,
you must be an East Butler alumni and enrolled in a post-secondary institution.
Catherine Benes
Ryley Spatz
Brandon Rezac
Evan Sisel
Nicole Kouma
Jade Prochaska
Jarod Aerts
Amber Cooper
Samantha Rezac
Hallie Zitek
Devon Dvorak
Lauren Rezac
Abby Pierce
Jared Dvorak
Alissa Hummel

Kaytlin Johnson
Trevor Havlovic
Kristin Johnson
Corden Novotny
Kelsi Havlovic
Roxanne Bergman
Elizabeth Benes
Cassandra Krings
Carter Stara
Jordan Fuehrer
Erin Barta
Levi Belew
Cassandra Karpisek
Natasha Fuehrer
Wayne Belew

Mitchell Krenk
Courtney Kocian
Madison Helman
Miranda Spatz
Dalton Bohac
Mallory Krenk
Jacob Janak
Colin Wade
Ross Novotny
Lucas Morgan
Karissa Mullen
Micah Nielsen
Addie Brecka
Anna Rigatuso
Kristine Tejral

*Reminder – ALL EAST BUTLER ALUMNI pursuing further education are eligible
for the Dean R. Rolfsmeier Alumni Scholarship.
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Zoom

Zoom, became a necessary tool for many
people during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Foundation Board held their meetings,
and had face to face interviews, via zoom,
with our high school seniors who applied
for the Interview Scholarship.

East Butler Foundation

Brick Sales
Personalized bricks are being sold to: honor a child,
recognize your family, remember a loved one or
commemorate a special day. Bricks will be displayed on
the East Butler Foundation wall located in the Activity
Entrance of the High School in Brainard.
Your purchase will not only help us continue to fund
enrichment programs and scholarships for our school,
it will become a permanent part of the school, and is tax
deductible. 4” x 8” Bricks are $200.00 and can include up to
3 lines of text with 18 characters per line.
For more information about the fundraiser, visit East Butler
Public School’s website at ebutlertigers.org, click on the
Foundation Tab and look for Foundation Brick Sales.

Class of 2020
Scholarship Meeting

Foundation President, Shannon Novotny,
meets with the East Butler Class of 2020.
Shannon explained the online application
process for the 15 scholarships the
Foundation offers East Butler High School
Seniors each spring..

Save the date
12th Annual Golf
Scramble

Saturday, August 15, 2020
David City Golf Course

18 teams maximum • Lunch Provided
18-hole game • Putting contest available
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m./Shotgun
start at 9:00 a.m.
e-mail: ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org
to reserve your team’s spot!
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Congratulations & Thank You!!
Connie Johnson donates $500 to the EB Foundation
Connie Johnson is a busy
woman! She works full-time
as a Lead Business Analyst at
Ameritas in Lincoln, and in her
free time she likes to volunteer.
Johnson said, “I volunteer
because I enjoy helping people
and making a difference in
someone’s life and in the
community”. Connie is so devoted to helping others, she
recorded 229 hours of volunteer work in the third quarter of
2019! She volunteers for a variety of organizations, including
Prague Fire and Rescue, Pink Bandana and the East Butler
Foundation.

Connie’s volunteerism was recently recognized by her
employer. Ameritas Life Insurance Corporation named
Connie Johnson, Volunteer of the Quarter. Ameritas
is making a $500 donation in Connie’s name to a nonprofit organization of her choice – and Connie CHOSE
US - The East Butler Foundation! Thank You Connie for
remembering the Foundation and the people of East Butler
Public Schools who will benefit from your generosity.
Connie has two daughters, both graduates of East Butler
High School. Kaytlin Johnson is a Registered Nurse at
Nebraska Medicine and Kristin Johnson, a student at UNK.
Connie, who has been involved with the Foundation since
2017, is beginning her second term on the East Butler
Foundation Board, where she is currently serving as
treasurer.

COVID-19 has halted many “normal” operations at East Butler, but one project that is moving full-steam
ahead is Construction. East Butler is currently ‘under construction’ with plans for a new kitchen, commons
area and concession stand. Scheduled completion date: January - 2021!

The East Butler Alumni Association will not be hosting a banquet in
2020 due to lack of interest. No dates have been set for future events.
Please send questions or comments to: ebalumni@hotmail.com or
EBAA, Box 162, Brainard, NE 68626
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Congratulations! Class of 2020
East Butler Foundation
Scholarship Recipients
Wake Foundation
Scholarship
Sophia Bergman - $2,000.00
Mari Pesek Math &
Science
Sydney Christensen $1,000.00
Alternate - Amanda Aerts
Authur & Virginia
Hoffbauer Memorial
Amanda Aerts - $1,000.00
Alternate - Olivia Bohac
First Nebraska Bank
Austin Pierce - $300.00
Alternate - Matthew Janak
Interview Scholarships
Amanda Aerts - $250.00
Sydney Christensen - $250.00
Matthew Janak - $250.00
$70.00 to these
recipients
Sophia Bergman
Olivia Bohac
Lexis Haney
Kailyn Hummel

Morgan Jones
Nolan Makovicka
Madyson Paseka
Elizabeth Pernicek
Austin Pierce
Justin Sousek
Erin Timoney
East Butler Foundation
Sophia Bergman - $250.00
Olivia Bohac - $250.00
Elizabeth Pernicek - $250.00
Austin Pierce - $250.00
East Butler Foundation
Certified / Specialized
Career
Justin Sousek - $250.00
Erin Timoney - $250.00
East Butler Legacy
Elizabeth Pernicek - $250.00
Amanda Aerts - $250.00
Alternate 1 – Austin Pierce
Alternate 2 – Jaden Rhynalds
Pekarek Ag
East Butler Foundation
Erin Timoney - $500.00

Even Better
Scholarship
$150.00 each
Amanda Aerts
Sophia Bergman
Olivia Bohac
Sydney Christensen
Lexi Haney
Kailyn Hummel
Matthew Janak
Nolan Makovicka
Madyson Paseka
Elizabeth Pernicek
Austin Pierce
Jaden Rhynalds
Justin Sousek
Erin Timoney
Wade Wright
Fortik Technical
East Butler Foundation
Lexis Haney - $1,000.00
Alternate – Elizabeth
Pernicek
William Perk Family
East Butler Foundation
Matthew Janak - $1000.00
Alternate – Amanda Aerts

Camp Invention Scholarship Winners
Camp Invention is a STEM Summer Program that turns curious
students into innovative thinkers. The East Butler Foundation has
awarded scholarships to Nine, East Butler Elementary students.
Congratulations!
Jace Pelan
Vayla Pelan
Tessa Tesinsky

Blaire Glasshoff
Ellie Foral
Jacob Eldridge
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Nathaniel Eldridge
Kroy Vandenberg
Hensley Vandenberg

Career Start
East Butler Foundation
Jaden Rhynalds - $1,000.00
Alternate - Justin Sousek
Dean R. Rolfsmeier
(Senior)
$17,255.00 Total
Awarded
Amanda Aerts
Olivia Bohac
Sydney Christensen
Lexis Haney
Kailyn Hummel
Matthew Janak
Elizabeth Pernicek
Sophia Bergman
Morgan Jones
Madyson Paseka
Austin Pierce
Jaden Rhynalds
Justin Sousek
Erin Timoney
Wade Wright
Nolan Makovicka
Angelyna Mitchem

Farewell and
thank you…
The East Butler Foundation would like to say
‘Thank You’ to Mr. Sam Stecher for the past 6
years of service and guidance he provided the
Foundation Board.

Thank-you Mr. Stecher
Wishing you nothing but the best.
After six years, my time at East Butler Public Schools
will come to a close. In that time, it has been immensely
rewarding to work as a liaison between the district and the
East Butler Foundation. During this time the Foundation has
increased its capacity and dedication to financial support of
our alumni community through scholarships. I have often
said that, with the substantial support of the East Butler
Board of Education, the district has done an admirable job
of taking care of our students while they are within our
walls. But once they graduate there is little any district can
do for continuing support. That is where our Foundation
has stepped up. They have consistently enhanced the
opportunities available for financial support which eases the
burden on East Butler graduates as they pursue ambitions
after we have signed the diplomas.
Though the work goes largely unseen, one would be hard
pressed to find citizens as invested in the ongoing success of
our students as our East Butler Foundation board members. I
will miss the collaboration and heartfelt commitment of each
member. Also, as an avid non-golfer I will miss my yearly
contribution of administering the putting challenge at the
Foundation Golf Scramble.
As for next school year, I will be continuing my work with
MissionMonday.com as well as running the CIA. More
specifically, I will be Executive Director of Curriculum
Instruction and Assessment at Crete Public Schools.

Foundation Board President Shannon
Novotny, presents Mr. Stecher with
a Bobblehead Golf trophy. Sam was
an integral part of the East Butler
Foundation Golf Scramble held each
August.

EAST BUTLER PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

SPORTING
CLAY SHOOT
Oak Creek Sporting Club
New Date: October 25th, 1:00 p.m.
Information will be posted on our East
Butler Foundation Facebook page as it
becomes available

- Sam Stecher
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HELPING OUR STUDENTS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS

P.O. Box 54
Brainard, NE 68626
(402) 545-2081
ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

facebook.com/ebfoundation
Board Members
Shannon Novotny, President
Paige Glasshoff, Vice President
Connie Johnson, Treasurer
Michael Eldridge, Superintendent
Joni Ringdahl, Recording Secretary
Board of Education Member
Sandy Bongers, Administrative Assistant

GIVING BACK
For the fourth year, the East Butler Foundation, in partnership with the community, has continued
to implement the matching funds scholarship program. The goal of this project is to provide
scholarship money, real life experience, and community involvement to represent individual
preference. The minimum donation required for a matching fund scholarship is $250.00
The criteria set for the scholarship is determined by the individual/business partnering in the
matching fund scholarship program. The following matching funds scholarships were awarded to
graduating Seniors in the spring of 2020.
 $1,000 Career Start Scholarship
 $1,000 Fortik Scholarship
 $500 Pekarek Ag Scholarship
 $1,000 William Perk Family - Science, Math, and Engineering Scholarship
All scholarships were funded 50% from the Foundation and 50% from private donors. We thank
the community for their generosity and willingness to invest in our school and youth. If other
individuals are interested in developing a scholarship of your own criteria or with ideas that the
Foundation has developed, please contact us at ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org so we can
help facilitate your generosity toward our students.

