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2014 Alumni Basketball and Volleyball Tournament
The Foundation hosted the annual Alumni Basketball and Volleyball Tournament in March.  We continue to sign up more players every 
year.  This year we made $1292.66.  Thanks to all the participants who played this year!  We look forward to seeing you again next March.

We’d like to continue the tradition of the “Old School Showdown” game 
every year.  It draws the biggest crowd and is entertaining for all.  If you 
are a “seasoned” alumni, wanting to play only one game, then plan on 
playing next year.  The “Old Timer’s Game” is played late in the afternoon 
on Saturday.

Men’s Basketball 
Championship Team

Classes of 2004-2006

“Old School Showdown”

Women’s Basketball 
Championship Team

Classes of 1994-2009

Women’s Volleyball 
Championship Team
Classes of 1988-1998

Anthony Karber, Tyler Dolezal, Joel Zitek.
Jeremy Chial, Aaron Pierce, Shane Sisel,  

Andy Valenti.  Not Pictured: Matt Komenda

Janet (Rezac) Finley, Melissa (Cidlik) Dewitt, 
Megan (Lavicky) Kozisek, Cari (Reinsch) Kaup, 

Jean (Brecka) Jelinek, Jessie (Woita) Forrest, 
Jennifer (Bongers) Hilger, Lynsey Trojan, Sarah 
Janak, Ashley (Brecka) Cihal, Cassandra Zitek, 

Hannah Helman, Sadie Struebing

Jean (Brecka) Jelinek, Jill (Rezac) Paffrath, 
Jennifer (Bongers) Hilger, Janice (Bongers) 

Benes, Melissa (Cidlik) Dewitt,  
Janet (Rezac) Finley

Above: Exciting action from the Volleyball 
Tournament. Bottom left: Old School 

Showdown. Bottom Right: Alumni MVP 2033
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Alumni Spotlight: Chrissy Fiala

The Foundation is pleased to introduce 
Chrissy Fiala as this issue’s Alumni 
Spotlight. Chrissy is a 1997 graduate of 
Easter Butler. A month after graduation, 
Chrissy moved to Australia through a 
program called “World Experience in 
Agriculture” through FFA. She worked 
with host families on farms, working 
with cattle, sheep, and crops for one year. 
During her stay, she had the opportunity 
to scuba dive on the Great Barrier Reef, 
feed dolphins at a marine reserve in 
Western Australia, and go on a safari 
where Crocodile Dundee was filmed in 
the Northern Territory. After a brief visit 
home, she returned for a second year of 
mustering cattle and sheep. 

After Australia, Chrissy spent time 
working on a cattle ranch in the 
Colorado Rocky Mountains, working 
at a homeless shelter for children at the 
Cedars Home for Children in Nebraska, 
and working with rafting trips in the 
Grand Teton National Park in Wyoming. 
When she was 22, she decided it was time 
to do more with her life.

She found Orphanage Emmanuel, 
which is a large orphanage located 
in Guaimaca, Honduras. She quickly 
learned as much Spanish as she could 
in one month, and boarded a plane for 
her first volunteer trip in January 2002. 
She volunteered for three months, made 
a short visit home, and volunteered 
for three more trips over the next 
three years. During her time spent in 
Honduras, Chrissy helped build another 
orphanage, worked with nurses at their 
medical clinics for the poor, and assisted 
with pharmacy and dental needs. 

In October 2005 she moved to Africa 
to work with Mother Teresa’s sisters, the 
Missionaries of Charity, in Ethiopia. While 
in Africa, Chrissy helped 1,500 patients by 
cleaning wounds, changing dressings, and 
bathing and feeding patients. 

After a month, she was put in charge 
of the antiretroviral medicines (AIDS 
medication) at the AIDS orphanage for 
450 children. The AIDS orphanage had 
one nurse, one doctor, and the superior 
sister Dr. Jan Maria. Chrissy would 

wake at 5:00 AM and work till 10 PM, 
cutting, mixing, and dividing tablets 
and capsules with scissors and razor 
blades into smaller doses appropriate for 
the children. Many of the children also 
had tuberculosis, and Chrissy would 
administer those medications and give 
physical therapy as well. Many times 
Chrissy found herself preparing and 
giving medications in candlelight due to 
the frequent electricity outages. 

When asked why she returned so many 
times, Chrissy replied, “…I feel that 
this is God’s path for me in life. There 
is such a desperate need in the poor 
countries of this world. I didn’t realize or 
understand it until I saw and lived it for 
myself. The people are so desperate for 
help and so grateful that you are there 
to help them. It is such a rewarding 
experience to be the one to give them 
what they need.” 

There were many challenges that faced 
Chrissy. Financially, it was difficult to 
constantly fund her trips. She is thankful 
for the generous donations from friends 
and family that helped fund the flights 
and living expenses. Chrissy remembers 
how exhausted she was due to lack of 
sleep, lack of nutrition, and illness. She 
specifically recalls her many illnesses 
over the 8 years of volunteering. She 
suffered from parasites, amoebas, fleas, 
lice, fungus, giardia, bronchitis, dengue 
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Dean R. Rolfsmeier Memorial  
Alumni Scholarship Recipients
The Dean R. Rolfsmeier Memorial East Butler Alumni Scholarship was created 
through a perpetual endowment received from his estate.  Thanks to the tremendous 
generosity of Dean R. Rolfsmeier, the East Butler Foundation has awarded almost 
$189,000 in scholarship funds to East Butler alumni and high school graduates.

Congratulations to the following 2014 Dean R Rolfsmeier Memorial Alumni 
Scholarship recipients: 

Andrea Aerts, Cassandra Aerts, Vincent Aerts, Kathryn Arp, Kyle Arp, Casey Bartek, 
Marissa Bongers, Micha Bostelman, Ryley Cidlik, Amanda Coleman,  Kaitlyn 
Coufal, Stacey Coufal, Christine Fiala, Natasha Fuehrer, James Gallagher, Mikala 
Havolvic, Donnita Helman, Hannah Helman, Amy Hottovy, Michaela Janak, Sarah 
Janak, Jordan Jisa, Kylie Karpisek, Shuntell Karpisek, Chelsea komenda, Kyli Kouma, 
Nicole Kouma, Colby Kubik, Jacob Niemann, Cheyenne Paseka, Scott Paseka, Todd 
Pernicek, Paul Rezac, Tommy Rezac, Katie Shalon, Katie Sisel, Shelby Sisel, Ashley 
Snitily, Ryan Sousek, Andrew Valenti, Shawn Vrana, Kyla Witzel, Kelly Zetocha, 
Stacie Zetocha

2013 Contributions 
to the East Butler 
Foundation

A great big thank you to 
our contributors in 2013.  
Contributions and net proceeds 
from fundraisers totaled 
approximately: $12,087.58.

General donations and 
memorials, $731.58; Alumni 
Basketball and Volleyball 
tournament (net proceeds); 
$3,052.00, Alumni Golf 
tournament (net proceeds), 
$8,304.00.

If you are interested in 
giving to the Foundation 
and have specific idea for 
your contribution, please 
contact a Foundation board 
member, or send an E-mail to 
ebutlerfoundation@hotmail.com. 
The Foundation is more than 
happy to work with you and 
help facilitate your requests.

With your gifts, the Foundation 
is helping students achieve  
their goals.

REMINDERS…
Is this newsletter being delivered 
to the correct address?

Please remember to update your 
current information.  If you have 
a change in address, please send 
us your new information at  
ebutlerfoundation@hotmail. com

Also…

The East Butler Foundation 
celebrates your successes 
in education! Please 
email the foundation at 
ebutlerfoundation@hotmail.com 
and tell us what institution you 
graduated from. We will update 
our Pennant Tree with your 
school. 

fever, typhoid, and even a worm in her 
leg.  Yet, she always found the ability to 
muster the strength to wake up every 
day, while it was dark, to begin her 
work. When she entered the room to 
administer the medication, she would be 
overcome with hugs from the children, 
and they would chant her name “Ch-ri-
stin-a” with smiles on their faces. She 
feels that being able to give a hug and 
love and to put a smile on a child’s face, 
to ease a little bit of pain and suffering, 
was the most rewarding part of her job. 

When asked what her future plans are, 
Chrissy replied, “I have seen the face 
of poverty. I have seen the unnecessary 
suffering of so many innocent victims 
of war, poverty, and illness. This is the 
reason I have decided to return home and 
attend nursing school, to obtain the skills 
needed to help improve the quality of life 
for so many people in need throughout 
the world. I am continuing my education 
because I want to learn as much as 
possible in order to bring the best to those 
who so deserve what any human being 
should have; good health care.” 

Chrissy is currently enrolled in the 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing program 
at the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center in Lincoln, Nebraska. She 
anticipates a graduation in May 2015, 
and then plans to work in a hospital 
in Lincoln for a couple of years. 
She then would like to join Doctors 
Without Borders, or another relief aid 
organization, and work as an nurse in 
refugee camps and disaster stricken 
areas throughout the world. Chrissy’s 
goal is, “...to be the one to bring healing, 
comfort, and hope in a time of pain 
and despair.” Chrissy is very thankful 
for the Foundation’s support with the 
Rolfsmeier Alumni Scholarship, which 
helps fund her education.

Alumni Spotlight cont. 
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Board Members

Darell Aerts, President
Roger Paseka, Vice President
Jim Koontz, Secretary
Rachelle Zysset, Treasurer
Denise Havlovic, Member
Jan Bostelman, Member
Matt Kunasek, Member
Kim Fuehrer, Recording Secretary
Tasha Eldridge, Admin. Assistant

6th Annual
Four Person 
Golf Scramble
A Fundraising Event for the 
East Butler School Foundation

Saturday, August 23, 2014
David City Golf Club 

Limited number of teams.

Call Tasha at 402-954-0448  
to reserve your team.


