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Rosalyn Chmelka spent 39 years in the classroom 
teaching elementary students. She touched many lives 
as an educator and will continue to impact education 
at East Butler.

The East Butler Foundation was contacted in 
December of 2021 that Rosalyn Chmelka’s estate had 
left a significant gift to the East Butler Foundation. 
Rosalyn requested the gift of over $150,000 be used for 
educational opportunities for East Butler students. 

Miss Chmelka’s teaching career started in a rural 
school south of Utica in 1948. During the next 39 years 
she taught in District 33, Seward County, Bee Public 
School, Dwight Public and East Butler Public Schools. 
Upon retiring in May of 1988, she became a volunteer 
for Seward and Butler County genealogy, Seward and 
Butler County museums and Hruska Library of David 
City.

Rosalyn taught 5th and 6th grade in Dwight. She was a 
natural teacher and leader in the school. She had high 
expectations in the classroom truly enjoyed working 
with young people. Sandy Bongers was a student at 
East Butler in Dwight and recalls some of her favorite 
memories. Miss Chmelka was my 5th and 6th grade 
teacher and one of my biggest memories was the ping 

Rosalyn Chmelka  
Leaves Generous Gift to  
East Butler Foundation

Rosalyn Chmelka taught at East Butler (Dwight Center) 
from 1961-1988
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Katie (Sisel) Trojan graduated from 
East Butler in 2013.  After high 
school she attended the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln where she 
majored in Food Science and 
Technology and graduated in May 
of 2017. Growing up in a small-

town Katie always had a heart for 
agriculture, so when she heard 
of Food Science and Technology 
within the College of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources 
at UNL she knew it was the right 
path for her. “I always wanted to 

make an impact on people and 
help others. I also really enjoy 
science and food, so expanding my 
knowledge on multiple aspects of 
the food industry really tied in with 
my interest of agricultural and the 
importance within everyday meals 
we consume.” Being a part of the 
food science program on UNL’s 
Campus, Katie had always had that 
small-town feeling. “Each professor 
and staff member cared about me. 
We met on a regular basis to talk 
long term goals and they helped 
create a path for success based on 
my career aspirations.” 

After College Katie accepted a 
job at Conagra Brands in Omaha. 
She is a food product developer 
and creates new food products. 
“At Conagra they split you up 
into different platforms. I started 
out on the snacks team working 
on popcorn products such as 
Angie’s Boom Chicka Pop, 
Crunch-n-Munch, and Orville 
Redenbacher microwave popcorn. 
I then shifted to sunflower seeds 
(David’s and BiGS) where I helped 
develop the BiGS cheeseburger 
flavored seeds and David’s Spicy 
Queso to name a couple. I am 
currently on the grocery team 
working on the cooking spray 
side of the business.” For Katie 
there are never two days that are 

Katie (Sisel) Trojan  
EB Class of 2013

Spotlight on Alumni



pong table in her classroom. When we arrived at school prior to 8 a.m. we 
could play ping pong. Each year there was a Ping Pong tournament. There 
was a boy’s division and a girl’s division. 

Another favorite recess activity was playing baseball or kickball on the 
field just north of the school. Miss Chmelka was an avid Yankees fan and 
took pride in standing behind the plate and serving as umpire. (No one 
argued with her calls) She always had one of those clickers in her pocket 
that tracked balls and strikes. Miss Chmelka umpired every game played 
wearing a dress and her shiny, navy-blue New York Yankees jacket. 

Another vivid memory I have of being in her class room was her love 
for science. She had tall metal 2 door cabinets in her room. School 
supplies and books were stored there and on the bottom shelves she had 
a collection of animals preserved in jars of formaldehyde. I remember 
snakes and even a bat in those jars.

I admired Miss Chmelka. She was a teacher devoted to her school and her 
classroom. She treated students fairly and firmly. We did our assignments 
and had to redo poor work. We also learned a lot about each other as she 
instilled in us a sense of pride in our work and respect for our classmates, 
teachers, school and community.
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CHMELKA LEAVES GENEROUS GIFT
the same. She helps conduct plant 
trials to run new product, reviews 
consumer complaints, to understand 
what consumers like/dislike about 
products, assures the product is 
running to specification, and a lot of 
reformulation and innovation work 
to keep products trendy and in tune 
to new diets and always working on 
fitting our products into consumer 
needs today. “Working at Conagra I 
have been able to make many lifelong 
friends. Each person is so kind and 
treats you like family. The most 
rewarding part of my job is getting 
to see a product go from an idea to 
launching and being available on the 
shelf for consumers to purchase. It 
has been a fun career to experience, 
while also making a large impact on 
consumers food needs and cravings.”

Katie married Cole Trojan on June 
18th.  Cole is a 2014 East Butler 
graduate. They recently purchased a 
home in Papillion but would some 
day love to move back to the area.

When thinking back to how high 
school has helped Katie become who 
she is today, she is grateful. “There 
are many instances that I find myself 
using lifelong skills I was taught in 
high school. I am grateful for the 
teachers who always pushed me 
out of my comfort zone to try new 
classes, different activities, and be a 
leader toward others. I am thankful 
for the high school friends I still 
connect with and enjoy being able to 
walk through the doors of East Butler 
and have memories remind me of the 
good old days. East Butler is a place 
where the small-town roots run deep 
and has helped shape me into the 
individual I am today.” 



Class of 2022 East Butler 
Foundation Scholarship Recipients
Wake Foundation Scholarship
Lanae Aerts $2,000.00

Mari Pesek Math 
& Science
Nolan Kocian $1,000.00
Alternate – Michael Janak

Authur & Virginia Hoffbauer 
Memorial
Kyle Heise $1,000.00
Alternate – Brayden Brecka

First Nebraska Bank 
Scholarship
Michael Janak. $300.00
Alternate – Lanae Aerts

Interview Scholarships
Lanae Aerts - $300.00
Kyle Heise - $300.00
Joe Urban - $75.00

East Butler Foundation 
Scholarship
Nicole Buresh $200.00
Noah Paseka $200.00
Joe Urban  $200.00

East Butler Foundation 
Certified / Specialized Career
Trevin Brecka  $250.00
Allie Rigatuso  $250.00
Alternate 1 – Noah Paseka

East Butler Legacy Scholarship
Nicole Buresh $250.00
Lanae Aerts $250.00
Alternate 1 – Kyle Heise
Alternate 2 – Michael Janak

Video Scholarship 
Nicole Buresh $100.00

Even Better Scholarship 
Lanae Aerts
Brayden Brecka
Nicole Buresh
Kyle Heise
Michael Janak
Allie Rigatuso
Joe Urban

Fortik Technical –  
EBF Matching Funds
Joe Urban  $1,000.00
Alternate – Nolan Kocian

William Perk Family  - EBF 
Matching Funds
Winner – Colby Jirovsky  $1,000.00

Pekarek – EBF Matching Funds
Michael Janak $1,000
Alternate – Lanae Aerts

Career Start – EBF Matching 
Funds
Nicole Buresh $1,000.00
Alternate – Kyle Heise

Dean R. Rolfsmeier Memorial 
$18,240 Awarded
Lanae Aerts
Brayden Brecka
Michael Janak
Nicole Buresh
Kyle Heise
Noah Paseka
Brianne Steager
Joe Urban

Irvin Cidlik Jr. Scholarship – 
EBF Matching Funds
Lanae Aerts $500.00
Alternate – Noah Paseka

Janice and Roger Benes 
Scholarship – EBF Matching 
Funds
Kyle Heise $500.00
Colby Jirovsky $500.00
Alternate 1 – Nicole Buresh
Alternate 2 – Brianne Steager

Randall C. Eldridge Memorial – 
EBF Matching Funds
Kyle Heise $500.00
Alternate – Brianne Steager

Kroy Vandenberg Memorial – 
EBF Matching Funds
Kyle Heise  $1,000.00
Alternate – Noah Paseka

$34,435.00 in scholarship money was distributed to the East Butler Class of 2022! Thank You to our 
East Butler Foundation scholarship sponsors, matching fund partners and fundraising supporters!
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Dean R. Rolfsmeier Memorial  
EB Alumni Scholarship Recipients
Each student was awarded $606.00!

This scholarship opportunity is available each year. The scholarship is open on 
the Foundation Website from January 1st – March 1st. If you are an East Butler 
Graduate taking college classes as either a full time or a part-time student – 
plan to apply!

Lucas Morgan
Kaytlin Johnson
Miranda Spatz
Levi Belew
Lexis Haney
Brandon Rezac
Nevada Mentink

Mariah Aerts
Madyson Paseka
Madison Helman
Samantha Rezac
Anthony Strizek
Rachel Hines
Jaden Rhynalds

Sydney Christensen
Kristin Johnson
Jacob Janak
Justin Dvorak
Amanda Aerts
Olivia Bohac
Kailyn Hummel

Natasha Fuehrer
Abby Pierce
Mark Cidlik
Roxanne Bergman
Sophia Bergman
Julia Dvorak
Madison Spatz

*Reminder – ALL EAST BUTLER ALUMNI pursuing further education are eligible for the Dean R. Rolfsmeier Alumni Scholarship.

Bricks for Sale
Personalized bricks are being sold to honor a child, recognize a family member, remember a 
loved one or commemorate a special day. Bricks are displayed on our East Butler Foundation 
wall located in the Activity Entrance of the High School in Brainard.

Your purchase will help us continue to fund the enrichment programs and scholarships for our 
school.  The brick will become a permanent part of the school and is tax deductible.  4” x 8” 
Bricks are $200 and can include up to 2 lines of text with 18 characters per line.

For more information about the fundraiser, visit East Butler Public School’s website at 
ebutlertigers.org, click on the Foundation tab and look for Foundation Brick Sales.
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Meet the Foundation Board
Shannon Novotny
EB Foundation Board President
Board member since 2016

Mackinaw Administrator

Dwyne and Shannon Novotny’s 
Children
• Ross Novotny - Class of 2017
• Corden Novotny - Class of 2019

Favorite part of serving on the Foundation Board
“My favorite part of serving on the Foundation Board is 
Awards Night when our fundraising efforts all year are used 
to award scholarships to the seniors.  I love seeing the smile 
on those who have received the scholarships.”

Paige Glasshoff
EB Foundation Vice President
Board member since 2018

Purchasing Coordinator, 
Huvepharma Inc.

Doug and Paige Glasshoff’s Children
• Reid – EB Senior
• Kale – EB Sophomore
• Blaire – EB 6th Grader

Favorite part of serving on the Foundation Board
“Our Foundation does an exceptional job supporting 
our graduating seniors and alumni with scholarship 
opportunities. I enjoy working with the board and East 
Butler community to ensure this continues.”

Connie Johnson
EB Foundation Treasurer
Board member since 2017

Ameritas Life Insurance Company

Connie’s Children
• Kaytlin Johnson – EB Class of 2014
• Kristin Johnson – EB Class of 2017

Favorite part of serving on the Foundation Board
“Favorite part of being on the board is the scholarship 
application process that has went from a hand written 
application to all online. Simple, efficient and seamless. 
The awarding of the various scholarships is exciting and 
makes education easier to access for these students. It is a 
joy to see these students grow in their future academic and 
professional plans.”

Joni Ringdahl
EB Foundation Secretary
Board member since 2017

Finance Coordinator at UNL

Joni’s Children
• Wayne Belew – EB Class of 2016
• Levi Belew – EB Class of 2019
• Audrey Belew – EB Class of 2021
• Faye Belew – EB Sophomore

Favorite part of serving on the Foundation Board
“My favorite part of serving on the Foundation Board is my 
fellow board members. I love working with them to do good 
for the students.”

Brandon Jisa
EB Foundation Board of 
Education Representative
Board member since 2021
East Butler Class of 2004

Olsson (Design & Consulting 
Engineer)

Brandon and Bailey Jisa’s Children
• Addison Rolfsmeier – EB class of 2028
• Everleigh Jisa – EB class of 2033

Favorite part of serving on the Foundation Board
“My favorite part is being able to participate in the 
scholarship process, talking with the seniors, hearing 
their goals, and just seeing how much money is out there 
available for them.  There seems to be more money every 
year, so I hope anyone who reads this will take note of that 
fact and APPLY!”

The East Butler Foundation was 
established in 1986. The purpose 
of the Foundation is to benefit the 
students, staff, and communities 
that make up East Butler and to 
provide for the continued growth 
and improvement of the school.  
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Have You Moved?
If you, or any of your children have recently 
moved, please contact the foundation with 

the address changes so everyone can receive 
the Foundation Newsletter. Newsletters are 

published in December and June.

E-mail us at:  
ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org

Follow us on Facebook: 
East Butler Public Schools Foundation

14th Annual 
Golf Scramble
Saturday, August 13, 2022 

David City Golf Course

Save the date
• Four Person Team

• $340.00 per team, includes 4 lunches, 
4 mulligans and 4 koozies 

• 18-hole game

• Putting contest available

• Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. 
Shotgun start at 9:00 a.m.

E-mail: ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org  
to reserve your team’s spot.

Looking for Ideas…..
The Foundation is looking new ideas 
of activities our Alumni would like to 

participate in.

We were unable to have our basketball/
volleyball tournament this year, due to 

lack of teams. 

Is there an activity you and your friends 
would like to participate in? Corn Hole?  

Dodge Ball? Softball? A Dance?

If you have an idea please let the 
Foundation know.

LIGHTBULB
Congratulations to the 
East Butler Foundation 
Camp Invention 
Scholarship Winners!
Each student will receive $50 to help 
cover the cost of their week-long 
experience at Camp Invention. Camp 
Invention is a STEM based camp held in 
Wahoo, Nebraska in late June.

• Ellie Foral

• Brody Osmera

• Kylie Foral

• Jacob Eldridge

• Hensley Vandenberg

• CeCe Lyons

• Cheyenne Schneider

• Brooklyn Schneider

• Olivia Eldridge



HELPING OUR STUDENTS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS
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facebook.com/ebfoundation

P.O. Box 54
Brainard, NE 68626
(402) 545-2081 
ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org

Board Members
Shannon Novotny, President
Paige Glasshoff, Vice President
Connie Johnson, Treasurer
Joni Ringdahl, Recording Secretary
Brandon Jisa, Board of Education Member
Michael Eldridge, Superintendent
Sandy Bongers, Administrative Assistant

For the sixth year, the East Butler Foundation, in partnership with the community, has continued 
to implement the matching funds scholarship program. The goal of this project is to provide 
scholarship money, real life experience, and community involvement to represent individual 
preference. The minimum donation required for a matching fund scholarship is $250.00

The criteria set for the scholarship is determined by the individual/business partnering in the 
matching fund scholarship program. The following matching funds scholarships were awarded to 
graduating Seniors in the spring of 2022.

All scholarships were funded 50% from the Foundation and 50% from private donors. We thank the 
community for their generosity and willingness to invest in our school and youth. If other individuals 
are interested in developing a scholarship of your own criteria or with ideas that the Foundation has 
developed, please contact us at ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org so we can help facilitate your 
generosity toward our students.

GIVING BACK

 $1,000 Career Start Scholarship

 $1,000 Fortik Scholarship

 $1,000 Pekarek Ag Scholarship

 $1,000 William Perk Family Science, 
Math, and Engineering Scholarship 

 $1,000 Kroy Vandenberg Memorial Scholarship

 $500 Irvin Cidlik Jr. Memorial Scholarship

 $500 Janice and Roger Benes Scholarship (2)

 $500 Randall C. Eldridge Memorial Scholarship


