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A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH

Reminiscing with Mr. Randy Fuehrer

Mr. Randy Fuehrer
The East Butler music program has been
a long standing successful program. We
took a moment to talk with Mr. Randy
Fuehrer and reminisced about former
students, the evolution of the music
program, the current students, and the
future direction of the music program.
How many years have you been
teaching?
I have been teaching for 28 years. 25
years have been at East Butler. Prior to
that, I taught at Palmer Public Schools
in Palmer, Nebraska.
Can you tell me about students who
have continued their education in
music or have left a memorable mark
on you?

I have always tried to encourage
students to continue to participate in
music in some form in college. Several
former students have participated in
the UN-L marching band, one student
was selected to be in the Scarlet and
Cream Singers at UN-L, at least one
student has his own band, and probably
too many to mention have participated
in either their college concert band
or choir. A couple of students have
majored in some form of music as well.
I simply try to get the point across that
music is going to be something you can
always do regardless of age. One of the
greatest things I like to hear is how a
former student tells me how music is
still a part of their life--even if it is just
playing or singing a couple of songs for
their own enjoyment.
How has the East Butler music
program evolved from when you
started to now?
I think one of the biggest ways it
has changed is how declining size of
classes has influenced participation.
Students have many, many choices of
activities; thus, when classes were 30
to 40 students having around 1/3 of
a class participate in music yielded a
larger number than the current 20 to
30 students in a class. Moreover, with
the increased number of activities
it really stretches those fewer kids
and causes them to really choose
the activities they are in. Band/choir
requires a big time commitment and the

students that choose to be a part of the
music program are well aware of that
commitment.
A big change, just in general, is in
marching band. We are one of very few
Class D or C schools that continue to do
field marching. The trend in marching
band has leaned towards bigger
schools. However several contests have
developed which are oriented towards
small schools and the students at East
Butler still want to participate.
Additionally, one change has been the
number of students with summer jobs
or their participation in summer sports
has greatly curtailed performances
during the summer months.
The East Butler music program has
been one of the most long standing
and successful programs. What
contributes to this?
First, students that have and are
participating in the music program
have always been willing to put forth
the effort to going beyond just being
satisfied with being “good.” They are
willing to attend morning practices
during marching band and the
choir rehearses before school--so a
willingness to work and put in the extra
effort is there.
Second, they have always accepted the
challenges that I have placed before
them. My philosophy has always been,
“nothing is learned by taking the easy
Continued on next page...

The Mari Pesek
Math and Science
Scholarship
The family of Mari Pesek has
started a scholarship in her
name. The Foundation is
honored to be able to award
this scholarship on the
Pesek family’s behalf. The
scholarship, in the amount
of $1,000.00 goes to a
graduating East Butler High
School Senior who has met
the following criteria:
1. Must have passed 4 full
years of Science AND 3
full years of Math through
Pre-Calculus.
2. Graduated in the top ½ of
the class.
3. Be involved in at least 2
extra-curricular activities
throughout high school
4. Be of good character and
recommended by the
High School Principal.
The 2015 recipient of the
Mari Pesek Math and Science
Scholarship is Moriah Barta.
Moriah will be attending
the University of Nebraska
in Lincoln and studying
Mathematics with the plans
of furthering her education
in Actuarial Science. Moriah
hopes to find a job as
an Actuary upon college
graduation.

The Foundation contributes to the
East Butler Greenhouse
The Foundation is proud to be a contributor,
in partnership with the East Butler Board
of Education, donations, grants, and
fundraising efforts, in the establishment of
the East Butler Agricultural Greenhouse.
The greenhouse, which cost nearly
$60,000.00, is 24 feet by 60 feet, and provides
space and a controlled environment for
plants so students can do experiments such
as light intensity, propagation and deficiency
labs. The greenhouse also serves as a resource for entrepreneurship as students tended
to plants for the Spring Plant Sale which took place in May.
The greenhouse is a great benefit to the students of East Butler as it opens doors to
further knowledge in horticulture and other career options in agriculture.

Reminiscing with Mr. Randy Fuehrer continued...
route.” Students have always played
music that will challenge them but still
is attainable. In April, a judge at District
Music Contest complimented our
students on the quality and difficulty of
music that we played--music suitable
for high school students at a high school
contest. I have always been very proud
of the students and their performances
as they not only represent the school but
the communities.
Third, I think overall support of the
music program (parental, booster,
administration, and community) has
always been present.
What is the future of the EB music
program?
One of the greatest compliments
the music program can receive is for
people that are not associated with the
program or community to compliment
the students on their outstanding
performance.
A year ago during a timeout at a
volleyball game, a parent from the
opposing school told me that was one of
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the best National Anthems that he had
heard. After marching contests, students
and parents from other bigger schools
have, many times, commented on the
quality of performance the band has
provided. That is what I hope the future
holds for the East Butler Music Program.
While our performances are often
judged by paid adjudicators, the true
judges are the audience members.
When your performance has evoked
chills, tears, or joy, one has truly
touched your audience and your
performance was a success--that is
where the program needs to be.
How can Alumni still participate?
This will be my 25th year at East Butler.
I would like any alumni that would like
to participate, by joining the current
students for three or four songs at the
2015 Christmas program to contact me
at rfuehrer@ebutler.esu7.org.
The Foundation would like to thank Mr.
Fuehrer and the entire music program
for their longtime dedication, hard work,
and success!

Spotlight on Alumni - Caleb Bailey
out in the middle of the country. Because
of this, his mom urged him to pick up
the guitar one summer, and somewhat
reluctantly, he did. Caleb began to teach
himself scales and chords and improvised
his way around his own songs.
Caleb’s family moved back to Brainard
his junior year, and he played trombone
in band with Mr. Fuehrer. He formed
some bands with friends during this
period, and all of this helped him realize
that he wanted to pursue a career in
music. Above all, he wanted to be the
kind of person that could connect the
dots of a community to create impactful
experiences for everyone that can inspire
and uplift.
“Nothing is ever more important
than the moments music is
being created for an audience…”
Caleb Bailey graduated from East Butler
in 2003, and lived with his parents, Larry
and Yolanda Bailey, brother Casey, sister
Kirstin, and nephew Jett, on their farm,
Fox Run Farm, where they produce
local organic vegetables for Lincoln and
Omaha and also operate a vineyard on
their land.
Music has always been an incredibly
important part of Caleb’s life. He
remembers, vividly, playing air guitar
in the family van as they would go on
road trips to Lincoln. His parents have
an extremely eclectic taste in music, and
he listened to a little bit of everything
growing up, which influenced him,
musically, and still does to this day. They
lived in Colorado for 6 years, and were

Caleb graduated from the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln with a degree
in Communication Studies. Shortly
thereafter, Caleb was hired as the Lincoln
Symphony Orchestra (LSO) Manager.
This job entailed preparing all the music
for musicians, providing them with all
the necessary logistical information for
rehearsals and concerts, and staging all
LSO productions in conjunction with
venue staff. Caleb has done everything
from driving trucks full of percussion
equipment to neighboring cities for
run-out concerts, to acting onstage
during some of LSO’s family and holiday
concerts. During his time with LSO,
he became involved with the League of
American Orchestras, a national advocacy
organization that provides support to
all orchestras in America. Through the
league, he was enrolled in a competitive
fellowship in January 2014, called the
Emerging Leaders Program.
In March, after several rounds of

interviews and in-person visits to
Connecticut, he was selected for the
position as Executive Director with the
Eastern Connecticut Symphony Orchestra
(ECSO). Caleb and his partner, Sara
Baker and their cat Boden, will be
moving to Connecticut where he will
oversee all ECSO staff, work with their
70 contract musicians in producing
their concert season, and work with
the board of directors to execute the
organization’s mission. In this role, he
will be responsible for all fundraising,
marketing, and community engagement
and partnership efforts.
When asked to list the highlights of
his career, he listed many: Working
with world-renowned conductors and
musicians for a summer in Aspen with
the Aspen Music Festival and School;
getting to know the local musicians that
make up local orchestras, and seeing
how generous and focused they are with
their time they dedicate to the music they
perform; learning a totally new culture
and realm with its own intricacies and
nuances; and above all, working with
everyone at LSO – the Maestro Edward
Polochick, Executive Director Barbara
Zach, who mentored him through the
years, and all the talented people he has
worked with during his time with LSO.
Looking ahead, Caleb hopes to bring the
open, collaborative culture and focused
professionalism that he has learned with
LSO to a new community in Connecticut.
The East Butler Foundation is honored
to spotlight Caleb Bailey and his many
successes. We wish him the best of luck
with his future career with the Eastern
Connecticut Symphony Orchestra.

Our Email Address Has Changed

Trying to contact us? Please note that our email address has changed to:

ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org
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Dean R. Rolfsmeier
Memorial Alumni
Scholarship
Recipients

Osmera Basketball Camp for Youth

Congratulations to the
following Recipients of the
Dean R. Rolfsmeier Alumni
Scholarship in the amount of
$423.20.
Nicole Kouma, Kylie
Karpisek, Jared Zysset,
Shuntell Karpisek, Natasha
Fuehrer, Cassandra Aerts,
Amanda Coleman, Kaytlin
Johnson, Mikala Havlovic,
Katie Sisel, Jordan Jisa,
Thomas Rezac, Vincent
Aerts, Kyli Kouma, Janelle
Peter, Sarah Dolezal, Shawn
Vrana, Kathryn Arp, Scott
Paseka, Kelly Heiser, Kelly
Zetocha, Andrea Aerts,
Anthony Aerts, Micha
Bostelman, Ryley Cidlik,
Austin Tejral, Todd Pernicek,
Austin Wade, Tabitha
Semrad, Cheyenne Paseka,
Zebulon Cooper, and Amber
Karber.
*Reminder- ALL EAST
BUTLER ALUMNI, pursuing
further education in a 2 or 4
year institution, are eligible
for the Dean R. Rolfsmeier
Alumni Scholarship. Please
look for details in the winter
newsletter.
The Family of Richard Osmera donated money, in his memory, to run a basketball
camp for youth. In May, Mr. Behne and Mr. Jahde organized a camp for grades
3-8. Many students attended and they had a great time. The purpose of the camp
was to introduce the philosophy, skills and rules of basketball as well as improve
fundamental skills, which included dribbling, passing, pivoting, rebounding and
shooting. Team skills were introduced and the camp utilized drills and various
competitions to help develop these skills.
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Recap of the Basketball/Volleyball Alumni Tournament
Our tournament always kicks
off with the Senior vs. East
Butler Staff game

The highly anticipated “Old
Timer’s Game” featuring alumni
from Prague and East Butler is
always a crowd pleaser!

The 2015 Alumni Volleyball
Championship Team

The 2015 Alumni Women’s
Basketball Championship Team

The 2015 Men’s Basketball
Championship Team

Class of 1996-2009: Kaela (Prochaska)
Paseka, Amy (Paseka) Emanuel, Jenna
Paseka, Ashley (Paseka) Schenk, Tracy
Vermeline, Linne (Ourada) Vavrina

Class 1995-2013: Bottom row: Donnita
Helman, Janet (Rezac) Finley, Cassie
(Zitek) Sylvester, Ashley (Brecka) Cihal,
Katie Sisel, Jean (Brecka) Jelinek, Megan
(Lavicky) Kozisek

Class of 2004-2006: Jeremy Cihal, Joel
Zitek, Aaron Pierce, Tyler Dolezal, Shane
Sisel, Anthony Karber, Dustin Valenti,
Eric VanDerslice.

The 2015 Basketball/
Volleyball Alumni
Tournament was
another huge success!
We are so thankful
for the many players,
organizers, volunteers,
and spectators who
make this annual event
a success.
This year we were able
to raise $2,988.00.
This money is used
to fund scholarships
and various projects
throughout the year.

Top row: Sarah (Jelinek) Sabatka, Sarah
(Bohuslavsky) Erwin, Tara (Coufal) Yates,
Jennifer (Bongers) Hilger , Sherri Pence,
Sarah (Janak) Dolezal , Tonia (Coufal)
Jelinek
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HELPING OUR STUDENTS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS

P.O. Box 54
Brainard, NE 68626
(402) 545-2081
ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

facebook.com/ebfoundation
Board Members
Darell Aerts, President
Roger Paseka, Vice President
Sam Stecher, Secretary
Rachelle Zysset, Treasurer
Denise Havlovic, Member
Jan Bostelman, Member
Matt Kunasek, Member
Kim Fuehrer, Recording Secretary
Tasha Eldridge, Admin. Assistant

7th Annual

Four Person
Golf Scramble
A Fundraising Event for the
East Butler School Foundation

Saturday,
August 22, 2015
David City Golf Club

Limited number of teams.
Call Tasha at 402-954-0448
to reserve your team.

