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Foundation sponsors presentation by Dr. John maag

Through the Teacher Grant Program, 
sponsored by the Foundation, the staff 
at East Butler kicked off the 2013 – 2014 
school year with a one-day workshop 
presented by John W. Maag, Ph.D 
Professor/Consultant from the University 
of Nebraska – Lincoln. Dr. Maag 
specializes in best practices for managing 
students with challenging behaviors. 
His workshop provided ideas and 
interventions that hold potential benefit 
for students and teachers. The focus 
area of this grant is to improve student 
behavior and to build a teacher repertoire 
of classroom management skills to 
increase academic success.  

Studies have shown that 90 to 95% of 
students who attend public schools 
respond to traditional methods of 
discipline for inappropriate behavior. 
“However, roughly 5 to 10% of students 
don’t respond to traditional disciplinary 
interventions, leaving teachers at a loss for 
how to deal with their noncompliance” 
(Dr. John Maag).

The intent of this workshop was to provide 
teachers the tools and resources necessary 
to manage students with challenging 
behaviors. Dr. Maag’s strategies are 
appropriate for effectively managing a 
positive classroom environment for Pre-K 
through grade 12 classrooms. Building 
a positive classroom environment is 
beneficial for ALL students. Research 
has indicated the vital importance of 
classroom discipline in regard to student 
behavior and academic performance:

Teachers and staff members enjoyed 
Dr. Maag’s lively presentation where 
he described numerous intervention 
strategies and techniques used in his 
own experiences throughout his career. 
As part of the grant, the teachers were 
required to fill out evaluation forms. 
Positive comments included many staff 

members ready to try several of Dr. 
Maag’s strategies. Suggestions such as 
“embedding directions” and creating a 
“double bind” may be easily implemented. 
However the most frequently mentioned 
idea was the use of the “do nothing chair.” 

Other comments were that the staff was 
thankful for such a “great presentation” 
and that John Maag was a “fantastic 
speaker.” One teacher realized that we 
have to “leave behind the comfort of 
our expectations” and “resist our own 
paradigms and perceptions.”

Each staff member received a copy of 
Dr. Maag”s book, Powerful Struggles. In 
addition, the library in each center has 
received a copy of Peculiar Tracks for 
Managing Resistance and Challenging 
Classroom Behaviors also written by Dr. 
Maag. These books serve as a resource for 
our district. 

The Teacher Grant Program is intended 
to stimulate development of projects that 
will improve curricular or instructional 
practices. The Foundation looks forward to 
receiving feedback on the implementation 
of these new strategies.  

-Kathy Bohac, Contributing Author

Dean R. Rolfsmeier Memorial Alumni Scholarship Recipients
the Dean r. rolfsmeier memorial east butler Alumni scholarship was created through a perpetual endowment 
received from his estate. thanks to the tremendous generosity of Dean r. rolfsmeier, the east butler Foundation 
has awarded almost $165,000 in scholarship funds to east butler alumni and high school graduates.

Congratulations to the following Dean R Rolfsmeier Memorial Alumni Scholarship recipients: 

cassandra Aerts, Andrea Aerts, vincent Aerts, Kathryn Arp, Kyle Arp, ross benes, Kaitlyn coufal, stacey coufal, 
christine Fiala, Devon Janak, sarah Janak, michaela Janak, Jordan Jisa, chelsea Komenda, Kyleana Kouma, nicole 
Kouma, scott paseka, todd pernicek, paul rezac, mary rezac, Dillon semrad, Kylee sisel, ryan sousek, Lynsey 
trojan, Andrew valenti, shawn vrana, Kyla Witzel, Kelly Zetocha, stacie Zetocha, patrica (Kozisek) plantamura.



Dean R. Rolfsmeier 
Memorial Alumni 
Scholarship 
Application Form 
Available Online
Alumni who attend a two-year, four-
year, or post-graduate institution 
are eligible to apply for the Dean 
r. rolfsmeier memorial Alumni 
scholarship in 2014. the scholarship 
amount is to be determined. 

please note the following 
information:

• We will begin receiving 
applications on January 1st, 2014

• Application must be completed 
and postmarked by April 1, 2014. 

• Applicant must have a minimum 
2.5 G.p.A.

• the scholarship check will be 
made payable to the student and 
educational institution. 

• Funds will be distributed no later 
than may 1, 2014.

• An official transcript must be 
included with the application. 
the document must indicate that 
you have attended classes during 
summer 2013, Fall 2013, and/or 
spring 2014 terms. Applications 
without an Official Transcript will 
be disqualified. 

Note: If you have been accepted 
into a program but will not start 
until summer 2014 or later, please 
apply next year.

Access the application on the 
school’s Web site 

under the Foundation tab:  
www.ebutlertigers.org. print the 
application, include your official 
transcript, and mail to:  

east butler Foundation
p.O. box 54
brainard, ne 68626

Applications and transcripts may 
not be e-mailed or submitted to the 
school office.
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A Great turnout for Golf scramble

summer reading programs held in 
brainard and Dwight

On Saturday, August 24th, the Foundation held the 5th Annual Golf Scramble. It 
was a beautiful day and a huge success! 18 teams entered the 18-hole tournament, 
and the proceeds netted over $5,000.00.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to the 72 golfers and to the businesses and 
individuals who sponsored the tee boxes and flag prizes. A special thanks is 
extended to Kevin Havlovic (‘79) and Greg Havlovic (’76) for serving as the 
tournament directors. 

Make plans to join us again, next year, in August. It is not a requirement to be a 
graduate of East Butler, and all skill levels are encouraged to participate.

The foundation proudly sponsors summer reading programs in both elementary 
locations.

In Dwight, the summer reading program was held during the month of June. Twenty-
three students, pre-school through sixth grade, attended throughout the month. This 
summer’s theme was, “Wild Things”.

A variety of activities and the opportunity to check out books for summer reading 
were provided. Students were involved in hands-on learning about the ‘wild things’ 
in their own backyard. Adam Sutton from the Lower Platte South NRD took us on 
insect hunts, tree explorations, and geo-caching.  Mike Luben from the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission came to talk to us and show us examples of Nebraska 
wildlife. He brought animal hides, feathers, antlers, and furs and told us about each of 
the animals. Students also went on an ABC scavenger hunt around Dwight. 

Students worked with iPads taking pictures of the wildlife they encountered along their 
walk in Dwight. They also planted catalpa trees from seeds and then took them home.

Brainard students sunk below the surface, with the “Dig into Reading!” theme. Each 
session an average of 45 students took part in the reading program. The preschool 
through Kindergarten students read books about dinosaurs, digging, planting. Each 
student participated in activities that corresponded to the stories. We had fun making 
dinosaurs, grass heads, and planting plants in homemade pots. 

This year the first grade through sixth grade 
worked on tie-dying backpacks, learning how to 
create their own screen-print, and printing it on 
their bags. Each week before we started to work 
on their project, they were read to from chapter 
books to spark interest into possible future reads.

We concluded the week with all students 
competing in earthworm races. Students were 
able to pick a worm and place it in the middle of 

a ring and use water bottles to encourage their worm to wiggle out of the ring. 

The students were also able to enjoy use of the library with check out each session. 

A special thank you to Patricia Romshek, Marilyn Walla, Sophie Hermelbracht, 
Jennifer Topil, and Teresa Pernicek for coordinating the programs. 

-Patricia Romshek and Sophie Hermelbracht, Contributing Authors

Winning Team Members Left to Right:  
Neil Kotera (’01), Nick Schmith, Matt Novak (’01), Phil Daly

Act Of Kindness 
Award To Be 
Introduced On The 
Secondary Level

Last year, with the cooperation 
of the teaching staff, the 
Foundation approved a concept 
of nominating students for their 
“Acts of Kindness.” this award 
was meant to catch kids “in 
the act” of random kindness 
whether it be in the lunchroom, 
hallway, on the playground, 
or standing in line. teachers 
nominated the students and 
the winning students received 
a t-shirt which students wear, 
proudly, displaying their 
kindness.

the secondary principal, mr. 
michael eldridge, in conjunction 
with the Foundation, has 
expressed his desire to 
introduce this concept on the 
secondary level. the details 
and specifics are still being 
worked out, but the Foundation 
is looking forward to rewarding 
“Acts of Kindness” to junior high 
and high school students. 

thank You for 
Your time
In the past five years, the East Butler 
Foundation has undertaken a number 
of ventures that have helped promote 
academics, reunite alumni and 
recognized academic achievements. 
A special thank you goes out to the 
administration, teaching staff, alumni 
and students of East Butler. Without the 
donation of time by these groups, we 
would not have been able to accomplish 
these projects.  If you have not 
participated in Foundation activities in 
the past, please join us. We would love 
to have you be a part of the Foundation 
as we continue to help the students of 
East Butler achieve their goals.

- East Butler Foundation

Welcome
I would like to introduce Tasha 
Eldridge as East Butler Foundation’s 
new administrative assistant. We 
thank Julie Foral for the time she 
gave as the past administrative 
assistant. Tasha, her husband, 
Michael, and sons Nathaniel and 
Jacob are now part of the East 
Butler family and we are thankful 
for their contributions to the 
school and community. If you 
have ideas or comments for the 
Foundation you can reach Tasha at 
ebutlerfoundation@hotmail.com. 

- East Butler Foundation

Earthworm races!!!

SAVE THE DATE
May 24, 2014
the Annual banquet of the 
east butler Alumni Association 
is always held on the saturday 
of memorial Day weekend. the 
50 year class of 1964 will be 
honored along with graduation 
years ending in “4” and “9.” 

For more information contact:

east butler Alumni Association
pO box 162 
brainard, ne 68626 
ebalumni@hotmail.com
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March 28-29 
Men’s and Women’s  

Basketball 

Women’s Volleyball 
Spouses are welcome to play! 

FEE:  $30 per player 

$45 if participating in both sports 

For more information, please contact: 
Aaron Pierce 402-417-5195 

Janet (Rezac) Finley 402-499-3308 

Participants are encouraged to sign up as soon 
as possible so the brackets and teams can be set.  

All proceeds benefit the East Butler Foundation.  
Thank you for your support! 
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March 28-29
Men’s & Women’s 
Basketball
Women’s Volleyball
spouses are welcome to play!

FEE: $30 per player
$45 if participating in  
both sports
For more information,  
please contact:

Aaron pierce 402-417-5195 
Janet (rezac) Finley 402-499-3308

participants are encouraged to 
sign up as soon as possible so the 
brackets and teams can be set.

All proceeds benefit the East Butler 
Foundation. Thank you for your 
support!


