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HAL goes “Into Orbit” 
The East Butler Foundation is proud to sponsor the High 
Ability Learner program (HAL) at East Butler.  This program 
is open to students who score in the top percentile of the 
Nebraska Standardized test called NWEA in Math and Science.  
This program is open to fourth through seventh grade, and 
currently there are nine students participating.  The HAL 
students are referred to as TigerBots, and last year was their 
very first year of qualifying and attending the state competition 
at SAC Museum for First Lego League. 

The students who participate in the program meet every Friday 
for three hours.  There are three aspects to the program.  One 
aspect of the program is building and programming robots.  
The TigerBots design a Lego robot that competes on a field of 
Lego structures to earn points.  The robots are autonomous 
and are not remote controlled.  The TigerBots program their 
robot using a block code programming language. Another 
aspect of the program is to focus on the theme for the year, and 

improve or invent a solution for the theme.  They meet with 
experts in the field, research their solution, and then present to 
a panel of judges in February.     

This years theme is called ‘Into Orbit” and their goal is to help 
astronauts sleep more efficiently and effectively in space.  This 
summer, with the sponsorship of the East Butler Foundation, 
the TigerBots were able to attend a three day summer camp.  
They visited Wayne State College and the campus Planetarium.  
The Planetarium show was popular with the students and gave 
them background knowledge of the challenges of space travel.  
They took a campus tour and received a quick inservice about 
preparing for college in middle school.  

The students also visited the Science Explore Center in Aurora, 
Nebraska.  They learned about gravity and the impact on the 



human body by doing an experiment with a marshmallow 
astronaut in a vacuum.  They also got to inspect a piece of the 
space suit worn in space by astronaut Clay Anderson.  

During the camp, students also visited the Strategic Air 
Command and Aerospace Museum in Ashland, Nebraska 
and participated in group activities which included the End 
Effector Creation and Living on Mars Habitat study.  They 
focused on some engineering concepts and worked on simple, 
elegant design ideas using their Lego kits. The TigerBots hope 
to make it to State competition again and are very thankful for 
the support from the Foundation.

If you or anyone you know is an expert in the space field, 
please contact the coach, Jodi Chapek, at 402-545-2081.  
There’s a possibility you could become an expert for the team 
and help the TigerBots improve space travel.
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REMINDER
The Dean R. Rolfsmeier Alumni 
Memorial Scholarship will be 
available online on January 2, 
2019. Please note the changes that 
we have made to the application 
process: 

1. Access the application online at 
www.ebutlertigers.org. Click on the 
“Foundation” tab and select the 
“Alumni Scholarship Application” 
tab. Please follow the directions 
stated. You will be submitting the 
application via email.

2. The deadline is March 1, 2019. 

3. An official transcript MUST be 
addressed and mailed to:  
East Butler Foundation  
PO Box 54  
Brainard, NE 68626 
OR an official email from the school 
can be emailed to  
scholarships@ebutler.esu7.org

4. Applications without an official 
transcript will be disqualified. 

5. You must include an address for 
the Financial Aid Office for your 
institution in your confirmation 
email. 

6. You must email the Foundation 
at scholarships@ebutler.esu7.org 
to confirm that you have submitted 
your application and mailed the 
transcript. You will receive an email 
confirmation from the Foundation. 

Applicants who fail to email and 
confirm will NOT be guaranteed 
scholarship funds. 
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Libraries Rock
The East Butler Foundation is pleased to continue to support 
the annual summer reading program. The following is a 
recap of the summer activity by Mrs. Hermelbracht, program 
teacher:

Brainard and Dwight students joined together this year 
for “Libraries Rock.” Each week an average of 50 students 
participated in the reading program. 
The preschool through second grade 
students learned about a variety of 
topics such as music, rocks/fossils, and 
kindness and completed an activity 
related to the topic. They enjoyed the 
books I Got Rhythm, Ricky the Rock 
that Couldn’t Roll, Barnum’s Bones, I 
Love Rocks, and If You Find a Rock.

The third through sixth grade group 
stretched the theme “Libraries Rock” 
into the realm of kindness.  They 
learned about The Kindness Rock 
Project, which was created by Megan 
Murphy.  The students were able 
to view a video message and then 
they took part in the project.  They 
painted rocks with messages and were 
encouraged to place them around the 

community with the mission of the project, “One message 
at just the right moment can change someone’s entire day, 
outlook, life.” The students enjoyed creating the rocks and 
thinking about who might find them.  This is an ongoing 
project, and students were asked to keep it going even after 
the summer reading program ended.

On June 4-6, 35 students in 
grades 3-8 took part in the 
Richard Osmera Basketball 
Camp held in the East Butler 
gymnasium. Coaches Greg 
Jahde and James Kriz gave 
instruction in fundamentals 
including shooting, dribbling, 
passing, pivots, and a number 
of other skills. Students applied 
these skills in a number of drills 
and contests. Students played 
a few games of 3-on-3 on the 
last day of camp and a few 
other shooting games.  Each 
camper was given a t-shirt for 
participating and encouraged to 
continue working on the skills 
they learned during camp.

2018 Richard 
Osmera 
Basketball 
Camp 



6  East Butler Public Schools Foundation www.ebutlertigers.org  7

18 teams maximum • Lunch Provided

18-hole game  • Putting contest available

Free mulligans to those who register/pay 
beforehand and bring a cart

Save the date
11th Annual Golf 

Scramble 
Saturday, August 17, 2019

David City Golf Course

2018 GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 
CHAMPIONS

Matt Trowbridge, Dustin Valenti,  
Jeff Dinkelman, Nate Coleman

On Saturday, August 18, 2018, the East Butler 
Foundation hosted the 10th Annual Golf 
Scramble at the David City Golf Course.

We had 15 teams play this year.  
Hole sponsorships and flag prizes were 
provided from area businesses.  
The money raised helps fund scholarships for 
graduating East Butler seniors.   

We look forward to seeing you next year!  
Call or text Tasha at 402-954-0448 to reserve 
your team.

March 15–16, 2019
East Butler Gymnasium

To register, please contact  
Megan Kozisek at 402-641-6609  
or Aaron Pierce at 402-417-5195. 

Save the date
Annual East Butler 

Foundation
Basketball & Volleyball 

Tournament 

2ND ANNUAL  
SPORTING CLAY 
SHOOT
On August 26, 2018, the East Butler 
Foundation held our 2nd Annual 
Sporting Clay Shoot Fundraiser. 
We had 17 shooters this year, with 
Nebraska Senator Bruce Bostelman 
taking the top prize.

Join us next year! The date is to be 
determined, but all shooters are 
welcome.  No teams are required.  
A special thank you to our sponsors 
and door prize donors.

HELP US FIND 
EAST BUTLER 
ALUMNI
At times we lose contact with 
graduates, who have moved or 
changed names over the years and 
have dropped off our mailing list. 
If you recognize someone on the 
list below, please provide us with 
their information to receive our 
newsletter.  

Layne Auman

Octavious Bartek

Ashley Bohac

Tony Buresh

Cody Florian

Keysha Forney

Marcella Mergl Froscheiser

Dinanna Bruner Kimnach

Nicole Lashley

Shannon Nieman

Jerry Novak

Lindsey Piitz

Stephani Polacek

Sally Janak Schmid

Dwayne Sousek

Renee Abbott Tewes

Also any East Butler Alumni not 
currently receiving a copy and 
wish to, please contact us at 
ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org 
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Board Members

Shannon Novotny, President
Paige Glasshoff, Vice President
Connie Johnson, Treasurer
Sam Stecher, Superintendent
Joni Ringdahl, Recording Secretary
Jan Bostelman, Member
Tasha Eldridge, Administrative Assistant

For the second year, East Butler Foundation - in partnership with the community - has continued 
to implement the matching funds scholarship program. The goal of this project is to provide 
scholarship money, real life experience, and community involvement that would represent their 
individual preference. The Foundation sets aside a pre-determined amount of money and then 
approaches area businesses or individuals to inquire if they would be interested in helping 
fund a scholarship. The criteria set for the scholarship is determined by the individual/business 
participating in the matching fund scholarship program. The following scholarships were brought 
forward in 2018:

$1,000 Fortik Scholarship

$500 Pekarek Ag Scholarship 

$1,000 Career Start Scholarship 

$1,000 Phyllis and Gerald Swanda Scholarship 

$1,200 Interview Scholarship 

All of these scholarships were funded 50% from the Foundation and 50% from private donors. 
Some of the requirements for these scholarships were attending a 2- or 4-year trade school, having 
participated in Ag-related jobs, and going through an interview process to learn real life skills. We 
thank the community for their generosity and willingness to invest in our school and youth.

If other individuals are interested in developing a scholarship of your own criteria or in ideas that 
the Foundation has developed, please contact us at ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org so we 
can help facilitate your generosity toward our students.

GIVING BACK


